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HKU–LSHTM Partnership Development Fund
Guidelines and Application Form
Overview

The HKU–LSHTM Partnership Development Fund ("HKU–LSHTM PDF") is a jointly developed and co-funded initiative between the LKS Faculty of Medicine, The University of Hong Kong (HKUMed) and the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (LSHTM). The Fund is established to seed early-stage, collaborative projects that bring together academics and researchers, as well as students, from both institutions, with the intention to develop sustained, scaled-up, longer-term partnerships and follow-on funding applications. 

Guidelines

1. Each application should include:
i. a Lead Applicant, who will be responsible for leading the project and managing the funds. The Lead Applicant from HKU should be Professoriate, Research Assistant Professor, or Post-doctoral Fellow. The Lead Applicant from LSHTM may be either an academic member of staff or a professional services staff member. 
ii. a Co-Applicant from the partner institution, who will act as the primary collaborator and jointly contribute to the design and delivery of the project. Eligibility of Co-Applicant should follow that of the Lead Applicant of respective institutional listed above.
iii. Additional team members from either institution (e.g. students, other academic, research, or professional services staff) where relevant.

In case the appointment of the Lead Applicant cannot cover the whole activity period up to 31 July 2027, a Co-Lead Applicant whose appointment can cover the whole activity period should be listed.

2. CVs of Lead Applicant, Co-Applicant and all additional team members mentioned in the application. Please make use of the CV template for this scheme.

3. Applications will be assessed against the following criteria: 

	a. Strength of Bilateral Collaboration (30%)
	The extent to which the proposal substantively engages both HKUMed and LSHTM, drawing on the complementary strengths of each institution, and demonstrates a genuinely joint approach to design and delivery.

	b. Feasibility (25%)
	Appropriateness of the scope, activities, and timeline within the requested budget.

	c. Impact (25%)
	Potential academic, policy, educational, or societal impact, including the likelihood that the collaboration will lead to further joint work and/or deepen the relationship between the two institutions in a meaningful and enduring way.

	d. Alignment and Innovation (20%)
	Novelty and originality of the proposed collaboration or approach, and the extent to which the proposal reflects the strategic priorities and thematic focus areas of both institutions.





4. The following areas are high priority:
· Health Technology Assessment
· Social Prescribing and its Impact on Health Outcomes
· Public Health Workforce Development for Pandemic and Crisis Preparedness
· Infectious Diseases
· Planetary Health
· Data Science
· Educational Innovation
· Global Health Leadership 

Other topical areas will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
5. Awards will typically range from GBP 5,000 to 10,000, or HKD 52,000 to 104,000 per project for 2026/27, subject to the quality and strength of the application. 
6. Funding is intended to support collaborative activities such as, but not limited to: 
· Short-term research or scoping visits between Hong Kong and London; 
· Joint workshops, meetings, or networking activities; and 
· Other activities that substantively involve and benefit both institutions. 
For HKU applicants, the fund does not support programme/tuition fees or staff cost. For LSHTM applicants, this restriction does not apply. Applicants are encouraged to secure complementary funding from other sources where appropriate. 
7. For the 2026/27 round, all activities must take place and all funds must be utilized between 1 November 2026 and 31 July 2027. No extensions or carry over of funds will be allowed.
8. The fund is intended only to be used for the activities outlined in this application.
9. All outputs funded in total or in part by the HKU-LSHTM PDF should acknowledge the support of this Fund. 
10. Successful teams will be required to submit a brief written report utilising reporting templates provided
· Within 3 months of starting the project
· Upon completion of the funded activities (within 3 months after completion)
· A follow-up report at three years will be requested to capture evidence of sustained collaboration, subsequent funding, or downstream outcomes arising from the initial award.

11. Should there be significant variances in the application and the final timeline, activities, outputs, outcomes or budget allocation, it should be put forward in writing to scheme administrators of home institution as soon as possible. No variation to activities or timelines is permitted without prior approval. 

12. All required ethical approvals must be in place before any work commences and that evidence of the approvals must be shared with the scheme administrators.
13. For the 2026/27 round, application deadline is 11 pm HKT (4 pm UK time) on 30 September 2026. Results will be announced in October 2026. Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.




Please also refer to the guidelines and Fund details before completing this form.

1. Applicant Information 

Please tick the checkbox ☒ as appropriate.
# For HKU applications, supervisor’s endorsement is mandatory. Please spedify the name and title of the applicant’s supervisor. 

Lead Applicant (Home Institution) 

	Home Institution
		☐ HKUMed			 ☐ LSHTM                                

	Name (First name, LAST name)
	

	Title 
	

	Position
	

	Department / Faculty
	

	Email
	

	Additional team members (if applicable)
	Please provide the name and position of the members (e.g. student or staff), and attach their CV using the CV template for this scheme. 

	
	


	Co-Lead Applicant
(where applicable)
	Please provide the name, position, department and email of a Co-Lead applicant in case the Lead Applicant’s current appointment cannot cover the whole activity period up to 31 July 2027

	Name (First name, LAST name)
	

	Title
	



	Position
	

	Department / Faculty
	

	Email
	

	# Applicant Supervisor
(for HKU only)
	Please provide the name and title of the applicant’s supervisor

	
	




Co-Applicant (Partner Institution)

	Partner Institution
		☐ HKUMed			 ☐ LSHTM                                

	Name (First name, LAST name)
	

	Title 
	

	Position
	

	Department / Faculty
	

	Email
	

	Additional team members (if applicable)

	Please provide the name and position of the members (e.g. student or staff), and attach their CV using the CV template for this scheme.

	
	


	# Applicant Supervisor
(for HKU only)
	Please provide the name and title of the applicant’s supervisor

	
	






2. Project Information 

	a. Project Title

	

	b. Priority Area(s)
	☐ Health Technology Assessment 
☐ Social Prescribing and Health Outcomes 
☐ Public Health Workforce & Pandemic Preparedness 
☐ Infectious Diseases 
☐ Planetary Health 
☐ Data Science 
☐ Educational Innovation 
☐ Global Health Leadership
☐ Other

	c. Project Period 

	Start date: (YYYY/MM/DD)
	

	d. 
	End date:  (YYYY/MM/DD)
	

	e. Project Summary
Please outline the purpose / rationale / opportunity / objectives (max 300 words)

	











	f. Partnership Mode
Please describe the collaboration between LSHTM and HKUMed. In the event of a successful application, how would you plan to develop, strengthen, and sustain this partnership beyond the funding period? (max 300 words)

	
















	g. Case for Support 
The primary focus of your answer should be the activities you will undertake with the 
partnership grant. You should address: 
· What you propose to do with the funding?
· Why the proposed work is important, timely, and relevant?
· How you will undertake the proposed activities?
· How the work will support the exploration, development, and consolidation of collaboration between HKUMed and LSHTM?
(maximum of 500 words) 
(can provide in additional pages)

	






	h. Proposed Activities and Timeline
Please outline the roles and activities to be undertaken (max 300 words)

	










	i. Expected project outputs, outcomes and future plans
Please outline immediate outputs, mid-to-longer term outputs and potential future funding or scale-up opportunities (max 300 words)

	

	j. Project requirements
	☐ Ethics required? (check if yes)
☐ Will personal data be collected? (check if yes)

If the answer is ‘Yes’ ethical approval must be in place before any work commences and evidence should be provided to the scheme administrators at both institutions. 




3. Funding Size and Use of Funds 

	Funding Request


	☐ For HKU (HKD 52,000 – 104,000)
	HKD
	

	
	☐ For LSHTM (GBP 5,000 – 100,000)
	GBP 
	

	Budget breakdown (Budget in home institution currency)

	
	Budget Item/Activity
	Brief Description
	Amount Requested
	Institution Incurring Cost

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	


Notes: 
· For HKU, funding should not cover programme fees or staff cost
· [bookmark: _Hlk235542736]All reimbursement for project costs will be handled by the home institution of the applicant. Reimbursement for eligible expenses will be on a receipt basis in line with policies of home institution. No transfer of funds between the two institutions is allowed under this funding mechanism.




4. Applicants Signature

By signing the application, the Lead Applicant and the Co-Applicant both confirm that the information provided are accurate.

Lead Applicant

	Name of Lead Applicant
	Signature of Lead Applicant
	Date

	
	
	

	Name of Co-Lead Applicant*
	Signature of Co-Lead Applicant*
	Date

	
	
	

	# For HKU only

	Name of Supervisor
	Signature of Supervisor
	Date

	
	
	


* where applicable

Co-Applicant 

	Name of Co Applicant
	Signature of Lead Applicant
	Date

	
	
	

	# For HKU only

	Name of Supervisor
	Signature of Supervisor
	Date

	
	
	



To submit your application:
· Please complete and sign the application form above. Please make sure your supervisor/department head sign and endorse the application.
· Please convert the file to PDF, and name your file in the format of “Applicant first and last name_HKU–LSHTM PDF Application”. Please attach CVs of Lead Applicant, Co-Applicant, and additional team members, using the CV template provided.
· Please email your application form to hlpdfund@hku.hk before the application deadline of 11 pm HKT (4 pm UK time) on 30 September 2026. Late applications will not be considered.
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